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Field The present invention relates to the testing of a die by means of a probe. More specifically, it relates to an improved method of compensating for contact resistance. 2. Description
of the Related Art A test of an integrated circuit (IC) die begins by bringing a probe into contact with a bond pad or other such external connection on the die. This may be accomplished

by pressing the probe against the die or by moving the probe into contact with the die. The resulting electrical connection to the bond pad is often characterized as a contact resistance.
Various systems exist for testing the contact resistance of the electrical connection with the bond pad or other such external connection. Testing systems of this type generally employ a
standard multi-vibrator arrangement with or without a combination of pressure and oscillation controls. In vibrator-type testing systems, a pad or other external connection is attached to

the die and a probe contacts the external connection. A test signal is generated and the pad is taken to a specified test voltage. The amplitude of the signal is monitored as the probe is
moved across the pad. At some point, the amplitude reaches a maximum, which is an indication that the probe has achieved its lowest contact resistance. The contact resistance is thus
measured by monitoring the drop in signal amplitude as the probe is moved across the pad. Similar testing systems can employ pressure-type contacts as well, including, for example, a
probe tip with a cavity, or a base that uses clamping pressure against the die. In general, the value of contact resistance is extremely important to testing, and as such, testing systems are
often designed to compensate for contact resistance. That is, the testing system of the type just described includes a mechanism that changes the probe voltage, and thus the applied test

voltage, as a function
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