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fund it, we can expand and improve our coverage further. Technicians in Moscow are readying the

Soyuz rocket for flight Thursday with a new pair of cosmonauts on board as a test crew mates
conduct a long-duration mission in space. In orbit a half-world away, the U.S. Space Command will

monitor the Progress cargo ship that is carrying the new crew and use satellite imagery to track the
spacecraft to intercept it, confirming that it’s in place before the Soyuz launches Thursday. The

Soyuz spacecraft lifted off from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan at 0833 GMT (3:33 a.m.
EDT Thursday) Thursday and is expected to reach orbit less than two hours later. The Progress cargo
ship is scheduled to dock with the International Space Station Friday to deliver nearly 5,000 pounds
(2,200 kilograms) of supplies, gear and experiments for the four-person crew. The Soyuz will host a
new crew this time around, three Russians and one from the United States. The duo will remain in

orbit for the next six months, helping to explore experiments and conduct spacewalks. One of them,
NASA astronaut Nick Hague, spoke to reporters Thursday during a pre-launch news conference at
Baikonur. Hague plans to use a Russian Orlan space suit to venture outside the station on a multi-
day spacewalk to replace batteries and make other adjustments for the module’s solar arrays. The
Progress cargo ship — a modified version of the Progress M series spacecraft — will dock with the

station’s port to deliver the supplies on Friday. The new crew includes three Russians and one of the
first female cosmonauts to fly in space. The Soyuz rocket and capsule combination is expected to

launch Thursday from Baikonur in Kazakhstan. If all goes as planned, the Soyuz
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