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PRO for Edius 6.Lausanne, October
2, 2013 (venanzeta-eu.org) –The
Aquaculture and Fisheries
Commission (Commission for
Fisheries) voted today in Lausanne
to implement the rules and
regulations on the control of the
import of aquaculture products.



This includes the ban on the import
of live bivalve molluscs (Lofty
Nippers) from the Faroe Islands,
Denmark and the Republic of
Ireland, thus putting an end to the
circulation of another PIF
pathogen, Parvicapsula cubensis
(“aflatoxins,” aflatoxicosis).
Following almost two years of
negotiations, the Commission was
today able to finally approve new
rules and regulations for the
import of aquaculture products.



The amendments were the result of
the integration of the European
Union’s regulations on animal
health standards in aquaculture
products into the legal basis, and
also of the adoption, in the
European Union of a law about
protection of consumers in the
food sector and for animal health
and animal welfare. The new rules
define what levels of aflatoxins the
aquaculture products must meet to
be considered for import. The full



text of the regulation, and the
terms of the decision, are available
under: The decision will be
published in the Official Journal on
9 October 2013. Parvicapsula
cubensis, the causative agent of
aflatoxicosis, is a parasite that
infests farmed and wild molluscs
(clams, mussels, oysters, scallops)
and has thus far caused some four
million dollars in losses in the US
alone. The parasites are spread by
the pollution of molluscs with



aflatoxins produced by the molds
Aspergillus and Penicillium. I have
had the privilege of touring some
of the aquaculture factories in the
Faroe Islands and on the island of
St. Kilda this year, and it is quite
clear how the farms work and how
the shellfish are farmed. In the
Faroe Islands, salmon and sea
trout are farmed, but the shellfish
grow in the sea. Shellfish farms are
very interesting and most of the
shellfish farms are certified by the



FAO. The Faroe Islands do their
utmost to export their Faro
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